
UC Davis CREATE-IGERT Faculty Trainers
Dept. of Biological & Agricultural Engineering:
Jenkins, Bryan		  530-752-1422
			   bmjenkins@ucdavis.edu
Fan, Julia (Zhiliang)		  530-754-0317
			   jzfan@ucdavis.edu
VanderGheynst, Jean		 530-752-0989
			   jsvander@ucdavis.edu

Dept. of Biomedical Engineering: 
Savageau, Michael		  530-754-7350
			   masavageau@ucdavis.edu

Dept. of Chemistry:
Lebrilla, Carlito		  530-752-6364
			   cblebrilla@ucdavis.edu

Dept. of Chemical Engineering & Materials Science:
McDonald, Karen		  530-752-8314
			   kamcdonald@ucdavis.edu

Dept. of Food Science & Technology:
German, J. Bruce		  530-752-1486
			   jbgerman@ucdavis.edu

Dept. of Medical Microbiology & Immunology:
Dandekar, Satya		  530-752-3409
			   sdandekar@ucdavis.edu
Yilma, Tilahun		  530-752-8306
			   tdyilma@ucdavis.edu

Section of Microbiology:
Parales, Rebecca 		  530-754-5233
			   reparales@ucdavis.edu

Section of Molecular & Cellular Biology:
Lagarias, J. Clark		  530-752-1865
			   jclagarias@ucdavis.edu

Section of Plant Biology:
Dehesh, Katayoon 		  530-752-8187
			   kdehesh@ucdavis.edu
Theg, Steven		  530-752-0624
			   smtheg@ucdavis.edu

Dept. of Plant Pathology:
Coaker, Gitta		  530-752-6541
			   glcoaker@ucdavis.edu
Falk, Bryce		  530-752-0302
			   bwfalk@ucdavis.edu
Ronald, Pamela		  530-752-1654
			   pcronald@ucdavis.edu

Dept. of Plant Sciences:	
Abel, Steffen		  530-752-5549
			   sabel@ucdavis.edu
Blumwald, Eduardo		  530-752-4640
			   eblumwald@ucdavis.edu
Dandekar, Abhaya		  530-752-7784
			   amdandekar@ucdavis.edu
Kliebenstein, Daniel		  530-754-7775
			   kliebenstein@ucdavis.edu
Yoder, John		  530-752-1741
			   jiyoder@ucdavis.edu

CREATE-IGERT Administrative Personnel

UC Davis Project Director (PI):
McDonald, Karen—Department of Chemical Engineering & 
Materials Science
530-752-8314	 kamcdonald@ucdavis.edu

UC Davis Co-PI’s:
Dandekar, Abhaya—Department of Plant Sciences
530-752-7784	 amdandekar@ucdavis.edu

Newell-McGloughlin, Martina—UC Systemwide 
Biotechnology Research & Education Program (UCBREP) 
530-752-1936	 mmmcgloughlin@ucdavis.edu

Ronald, Pamela—Department of Plant Pathology
530-752-1654	 pcronald@ucdavis.edu

VanderGheynst, Jean—Department of Biological & Agricul-
tural Engineering
530-752-0989	 jsvander@ucdavis.edu

UC Davis Program Coordinator:
Jamison-McClung, Denneal—Biotechnology Program
530-752-5090	 dsjamison@ucdavis.edu

UC Davis Program Engineer: 
Joh, Lawrence--Department of Chemical Engineering & 
Materials Science
530-752-2753	 ldjoh@ucdavis.edu

UC Davis Senior Personnel:
Hargadon, Andrew—Graduate School of Management
530-752-2277	 abhargadon@ucdavis.edu

Kjelstrom, Judith—Biotechnology Program
530-752-8228	 jakjelstrom@ucdavis.edu

Neagley, Clinton—InnovationAccess
530-757-3471	 chneagley@ucdavis.edu

Tricoli, David—Ralph M. Parsons Foundation Plant 
Transformation Facility
530-752-3766	 dmtricoli@ucdavis.edu

Tuskegee University Project Director (PI):
Williams, Luther—Provost & VP Academic Affairs
334-725-2336	 luther.williams@tuskegee.edu

Tuskegee University Co-PI’s:
Jaynes, Jesse—Center for Applied Biotechnology 
678-354-8070	 jjaynes@tuskegee.edu

Prakash, C.S.—Center for Plant Biotech Research
334-727-8023	 prakash@tuskegee.edu 
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Training Program Overview

A multi-institutional National Science Foundation funded 
IGERT program, "Collaborative Research and Education 
in Agricultural Technologies and Engineering” (CREATE), 
links the University of California at Davis with Tuskegee 
University, bringing together a diverse group of faculty 
and graduate students from the plant sciences, 
molecular biology and engineering.  CREATE-IGERT 
faculty and students will work in interdisciplinary teams, 
tackling research projects with applications in the 
following focus areas: 

Biofuels & Biorefineries•	
Plant-Made Products•	
Environmental Sustainability•	

       

The CREATE-IGERT Training Program includes industrial 
research internships in the U.S., as well as abroad.  
International internship sites include the Teagasc Oak 
Park Research Centre, headed by Dr. James Burke in 
Carlow, Ireland, and the Institute for Bioengineering 
& Agroecology at the National  University of Ireland 
(NUI), Maynooth, headed by Dr. Phil Dix.  CREATE-	
IGERT fellows will integrate academic knowledge and 
“real world” problem-solving in plant biotechnology, from 
both domestic and global perspectives.

Student Eligibility

Nominees for the UC Davis CREATE-IGERT 		
Traineeship must be:

US Citizens or Permanent Residents•	

First, second or third year doctoral students •	
in good academic standing and enrolled in 
one of the following UC Davis PhD Programs 
or Graduate Groups:

	
	 Biochemistry & Molecular Biology 
	 Biological Systems Engineering
	 Biomedical Engineering 
	 Chemical Engineering 
	 Chemistry 
	 Comparative Pathology 
	 Genetics
	 Immunology
	 Microbiology
	 Nutritional Biology
	 Plant Biology 
	 Plant Pathology 

Enrolled in the Designated Emphasis in            •	
Biotechnology (DEB) program for PhD 		
students 

         http://www.deb.ucdavis.edu/deb	

Conducting research in the laboratory of one •	
or more CREATE-IGERT faculty trainers (see 
reverse side of this brochure for a list 	of 
trainers)		

Working on a research project with direct         •	
relevance and/or potential application to 
one of the three CREATE focus areas 

Traineeship Awards

Traineeship awards will include an annual 
stipend of $30,000, $10,500 toward in-state 
fees and $500 travel support. 

Students must be nominated by a CREATE-
IGERT faculty trainer in order to apply.  A call 
for nominations will be issued during the 
graduate student recruitment period 
(February-March) and in the fall quarter 
(October-November).  Awards will be made for 
January-December of the following year.
       
For questions regarding student eligibility and/
or the application process, please visit 
the CREATE-IGERT program website at:

http://create-igert.ucdavis.edu 

Or contact the program coordinator:
	
	 Dr. Denneal Jamison-McClung	
	 UC Davis Biotechnology Program	
	 Attn: CREATE Traineeship 
	 301 Life Sciences
	 One Shields Avenue			 
	 Davis, CA  95616
	 TEL: 530-752-5090
	 FAX: 530-752-4125
	 dsjamison@ucdavis.edu 

The IGERT National Recruitment Program

For information on other national IGERT 
programs, student recruitment, participating 
student and faculty profiles, post-doctoral op-
portunities, related events and more, please 
visit the program website at:
 	
	 http://www.igert.org

“The IGERT program has been developed to meet 
the challenges of educating U.S. PhD. scientists, 
engineers, and educators with the interdisciplinary 
backgrounds, deep knowledge in chosen 
disciplines, and technical, professional, and 
personal skills to become in their own careers the 
leaders and creative agents for change.”
                        -NSF Introduction to IGERT Programs


